
Year 10 Welcome to GCSEs



Order of the evening

1. Welcome : Mrs J Craig
2. Principal welcome : Mrs F Bowler
3. Curriculum and qualification 
outline: Mrs J Craig
4. Support revision: Mr Twohig
5. How we support mental health 
for students: Mrs Bowler
6. Head of English: Mr M Helliwell
7. Head of Maths: Mrs Craig
8. Head of Science: Mrs H Fuller
9. PSHE programme: Mr A Parsons
10. Work Experience: Mr A Parsons
11. Key dates for diary : Mrs J Craig



The Principal

Mrs Bowler

2024 Results



Celebrations

37 grade 9’s

9 8

Student 1 1 5

Student 2 3 3

Student 3 4 4

Student 4 1 5

Student 5 2 5

Student 6 3 4

Student 7 3 3

Student 8 2 4

Student 9 6 2

Student 10 2 3

Student 11 1 6

Student 12 7 1



Assistant Vice-Principal

Mrs Craig



Curriculum and qualification outline

Either have a triple science 
profile;

Maths

English Language

English Literature

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Options 1, 2 & 3

Statistics*

PE

Belief and values

PSHE

Or Combined Trilogy Science;

Maths

English Language

English Literature

Combined Science (2 GCSE’s)

Options 1, 2, 3 & 4

Statistics*

PE

Belief and values

PSHE

9 GCSE’s

+ *statistics



Supporting Revision

Mrs Bowler 
Principal



GCSE Results

Grade 1, 2, 3 4 5 6 Grade 7, 8, 9

Be in school in front of your teachers

Waste no time revising in P6 and at home

100% focus and effort in your lessons



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique

Revision Techniques

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Year 
10

Theme of the 
week

Assembly Independent 
Study

Independent 
Study

Independent 
Study

Year 
11

Assembly Theme of the 
week

Independent 
Study

Independent 
Study

Independent 
Study



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique

Cornell Notes

1

2

3



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique

Mind maps, Revision 
Cards and Flash Cards

Mind Maps

Flash Cards

Revision Cards



Revision Cards

Mind Maps

Flashcards

Using Revision 
Checklists

Cornell Notes

Self-Quizzing

Pomodoro 
Technique



Mental health support

Mental Health Support Team
1: 1 sessions and workshops.

Assemblies
Planned and run by HOY the safeguarding team.

Pastoral support workers
Sessions for groups of students.

Training
All staff have had training on mental health and building 
relationships with students.



GCSE English
at Braunton Academy



ALL students work towards TWO separate 
GCSEs:

English Language
English Literature

No tiered entry (Higher or Foundation) – all 
students sit the same papers



What do the courses include?

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE:

✔ 100% exam i.e. no coursework

✔ Two terminal exams testing students’ reading and 

writing ability

✔ All texts in the examination will be unseen

✔ SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) = 20%



What do the courses include?

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing

1 hour 45 minutes; 50% of the GCSE

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

1 hour 45 minutes; 50% of the GCSE

Spoken Language Endorsement:

✔ internally assessed

✔ does NOT contribute to the overall grade



What do the courses include?

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE:

✔ 100% exam i.e. no coursework

✔ Two terminal exams testing students’ understanding 

of texts they have studied across two years

✔ Both exams are ‘closed book’ – students cannot 

take their texts into the exam



What do the courses include?

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE:

Paper 1: Shakespeare (Macbeth) and the 19th Century 
Novel (A Christmas Carol)

1 hour 45 minutes; 40% of the GCSE

Paper 2: Modern Texts (An Inspector Calls) and 
Poetry*

2 hours 15 minutes; 60% of the GCSE

* Poetry from the AQA Anthology (15 poems)

PLUS two unseen poems



What do you need to know?

PURCHASE AND USE OF TEXTS
Essential that students have their own text to work with

Ideally returned to and re-read multiple times



What do you need to know?

PURCHASE AND USE OF REVISION MATERIAL

Many students choose to purchase revision materials 
to work with

BUT there is no point in purchasing these unless they 
are used!



GCSE Maths

Edexcel 9-1



The GCSE consists of 3 papers.

Paper 1: non-calculator paper.

Papers 2 and 3 : calculator papers.

Each paper is marked out of 80 and is 
1 ½ hours long.



• Get times tables locked in – this is crucial! Making sure the 
basics are in place is paramount to achieving the grades 
needed. No matter what your ability is, practice 
numeracy questions! Every year this is mentioned in the 
examiners report as a weakness nationally, particularly in 
the higher sets.

• Get to know your calculator!



Homework will always be due on Thursday.



Useful Websites
• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

A great all rounder. There are exam papers, video tutorials on how to do the 
exam papers, solutions, mark schemes. Everything you need to pass!

• https://corbettmaths.co.uk

• https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/12/21/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-higher-
tier/

• https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/11/29/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-
foundation-version-2/

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.co.uk
https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/12/21/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-higher-tier/
https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/12/21/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-higher-tier/
https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/11/29/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-foundation-version-2/
https://justmaths.co.uk/2015/11/29/9-1-exam-questions-by-topic-foundation-version-2/


at Braunton

GCSE



• Science is taught as Chemistry, Physics and Biology

• There are two options

• Option 1 Separate Sciences 3 GCSEs. 

• Option 2 Trilogy all sciences studied slightly less content in 

each and 2 GCSEs are awarded

• Students will have 1, 2 or 3 science teachers

KS4



B1 Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response & Bioenergetics

C1 Atomic structure & the periodic table, Bonding, structure and properties of 

matter, Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes & Energy changes

P1 Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter & Atomic structure

B2 Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, variation and evolution & Ecology

C2 The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical 

analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere & Using resources

P2 Forces, Waves & Magnetism and electromagnetism



Science at KS4 AQA Trilogy
6 exams in total

Each exam is 1 hour 15 mins

There are 7 pieces of required practical work per 

subject, these are done during lessons.

Questions on practical work will make up15% of 

each of the exams

This is the double 

award Science 

GCSE



Grading is sequential and based on overall marks scored, there are no 

separate grades for the different disciplines the grades awarded are for 

Science.

Two grades awarded 1:1, 2:1, 2:2, ….. 9:8, 9:9

Higher tier 4-4 to 9-9/those failing to reach level required for 4-3 will score U

Foundation 1-1 to 5:5/ those failing to reach 1:1 will score U



Separate Science at KS4

There are 9 pieces of 

required practical 

work per subject

Questions on 

practical work will 

make up15% of each 

of the exams

10%  numeracy

20%  numeracy

30%  numeracy

6 exams in total

Each exam is 1 hour 45 mins



To find syllabi at AQA search for

• 8461 Separate Biology

• 8462 Separate Chemistry

• 8463 Separate Physics

• 8464 Trilogy

Information and support

Revision guides
We recommend CGP

We sell these at cost price via parentmail.



Useful Websites….

GCSE Science - BBC Bitesize

Seneca

Educake - Online Formative Assessment for 

Homework and Classwork

GCSE Revision

freesciencelessons

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://my.educake.co.uk/student-login
https://my.educake.co.uk/student-login
https://revisionscience.com/gcse-revision
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/


• Homework is fundamental in supporting the content being delivered 

during lessons.

• Exam questions should be done using a study guide or notes from 

lessons.

• Each unit is tested via a multiple-choice test at the end of the topic.

• Termly formal assessments in the form of exam style papers will assess the 

knowledge base covered up to that point.

• Both end of unit tests and termly assessments should be revised for 

thoroughly.

Homework and Assessment



Personal Development

• PSHE

• Careers

• Citizenship



PSHE Education
Physical Health and mental
wellbeing

• Mental wellbeing

• Internet safety

• Physical health and fitness

• Healthy eating

• Drugs, alcohol and tobacco

• Health and prevention

• Basic first aid

Relationships and sex education

• Families

• Respectful relationships

• Online and media

• Being safe

• Intimate and sexual relationships 
including sexual health



Personal Development

Financial education

• Financial decision making

• Money Matters

Citizenship

• Parliamentary Democracy

• Volunteering

• Law and International Justice

• British Values



Careers

• Taster days - Exeter College and Petroc

• Career exploration

• CV

• University trips

• Workplace visits

• Work Experience



Work experience

• 19th to 23rd May

• Employer Liability Insurance

• Do something different



Work Experience

Signature



Work Experience

Signature



Year 10 Key dates

'Welcome to GCSEs Evening' : Tuesday 1st October 2024

MTA 1 : Thursday 28th November 2024

Parents Evening : Thursday 8th May 2025

MTA 2 : Thursday13th March 2025

Work Experience : Monday 19th May – Friday 23rd May 2025

Summer PPE’s (Mock Exams) June 2025

MTA 3 : Friday 18th July 2024
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