
Science Exam 
Revision Techniques



To put it in context!!!!
Regardless of which science course you are following …. Triple or 
Combined you have a lot of information to remember …… 40% of 
your exam marks are based on your recollection of the information 
you have been taught

40% of your marks are from your ability to use the knowledge you 
have to answer questions that may be in a novel or unusual context. 

Knowing the command words for your science papers are really 
important, knowing what the questions are asking you to do is 
important - a list of the command words and their meanings can also 
be found on the AQA website.

The Final 20% is based on your knowledge of the required practical 
activities you have covered and you working scientifically skills.





Useful Websites

• Check they are for the correct 
exam board.

• AQA Combined Science Trilogy

• Or 

• AQA Biology/Chemistry/Physics

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98
jmp3

• https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

• https://www.khanacademy.org/

• https://www.docbrown.info/

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/
gcse

• Primrose Kitten Academy | GCSE & A-Level 
Revision - YouTube

• Freesciencelessons - YouTube

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.docbrown.info/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/@Primrose_Kitten
https://www.youtube.com/c/freesciencelessons












These are some of the common errors made by 
students when answering Science exam papers 
…..

•Questions left blank.

•Instructions not read

e.g. tick TWO boxes, student only ticks one

describe “…..”, student tries to explain it

• Formulas not learned.

• Working out not shown – lost marks!

• Long answers not planned – jumbled up, not in logical order.

• BASIC IDEAS not learned e.g. mass / atomic number; photosynthesis/respiration.

• Percentages not calculated correctly (what is 72 as a % of 148?).

• Graph scales not read carefully (1 big square = 50 so what is each little square?).



The Questions on your exam papers are designed in a specific 
way – known as “Sawtooth”
There is a ramp in each question, i.e. each question will become more 
challenging as you go through it. 

The first question will usually be fairly easy right through, 

but then 

each question starts off easy, then ends up being more challenging 

then

the next question starts off easy again



Advice
Attempt EVERY question

READ the information at the START of the question BEFORE starting to
answer, you will need it!

Stem cells are used to treat some human diseases.

Stem cells can be collected from early embryos. These stem cells have not begun 

to differentiate, so they could be used to produce any kind of cell, tissue or organ. 

The use of embryonic stem cells to treat human diseases is new and, for some 

diseases, trials on patients are happening now.

Stem cells can also be collected from adult bone marrow. The operation is simple 

but may be painful. Stem cells in bone marrow mainly differentiate to form blood 

cells. These stem cells have been used successfully for many years to treat some 

kinds of blood disease. Recently there have been trials of other types of stem cell 

from bone marrow. These stem cells are used to treat diseases such as heart 

disease.

Q3.
Read the information about stem cells.

Evaluate the use of stem cells from embryos or from adult bone marrow for treating human diseases.

You should give a conclusion to your evaluation.
(Total 5 marks)

You need to make sure you read 
all of the information in GREEN
before you attempt the 
question in YELLOW.

Be prepared to leave a 
question partly finished and 
then come back to it.
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